
 

 

USE OF THE 1798 TOWN HOUSE AS THE POLLING PLACE FOR ELECTIONS 

September 18, 2014 

As a result of the special election held in January 2014, at the Deliberative Session we had 

several individuals express their desire to see the location of New Hampton’s polling place change from 

the 1798 Old Town House to the Fire Station at the new Public Safety Building.   We understand the 

specific concerns were the cold conditions in the building, the use of outside port-a-potties and lighting 

in the building.  Additionally, safe and appropriate access for the elderly was mentioned. 

The Board of Selectmen met with the Moderator Ken Kettenring in late January and agreed that 

improvements could be made.  We have since made improvements to the restroom facilities within the 

building, which include insulating under the building in that area, installing wall heaters as well as proper 

toilet seats with covers.   We will no longer utilize outdoor restrooms (port-a-potties) for elections.        

Relative to heating the main building floor area it was agreed that seasoned cordwood would be 

purchased to ensure good quality wood which will provide better heat.   Our office will coordinate with 

the Moderator and Town Clerk as to the anticipated weather conditions for the day of voting and 

determine if  the wood stoves should be started earlier in the morning or the evening before  to ensure 

that the building is warm before people arrive.  We also discussed the possibility of ceiling fans to 

improve the circulation of air and this is still being considered for the future.   Likewise, we will 

coordinate with the Director of Public Works to ensure adequate measures are taken place prior to, and 

during voting to address seasonal impacts such as snow, ice or mud. 

Although the suggestion was made that the Public Safety Building should be the official polling 

place, we must point out that the Public Safety Building was designed as a single use facility for the 

police, fire and emergency services. A multi-use building proposal with meeting space sufficient for 

voting was not supported by the townspeople.  To hold voting at the PSB would require displacing the 

fire department emergency response equipment for at the very least 36 hours (setup and disassembling 

voting booths, etc.).  There is also inadequate parking for the election workers and the voting public. 

   Locating the polling place at the Public Safety Building would create a situation where our 

Emergency response traffic would have to negotiate the general public entering and leaving the facility 

when responding to calls for service.  This is a serious concern and informs our position that the Public 

Safety Building is not appropriate for a polling place.   

In accordance with the statutory requirements for a polling place, the Board finds that with the 

improvements described above, the Town House is an appropriate and adequate polling place for the 

New Hampton voters.   

We must also note that the 1798 Town House has been the polling place for the Town of New 

Hampton for over 200 years and we feel that this tradition is not one we are inclined to break from, 

unless absolutely necessary.  The historical importance of the Town House and its symbol of the long 

history of our democratic process here in New Hampton is one that we believe the townspeople cherish.   



 

 

If anyone disagrees with the Board’s findings and wishes to put this before the voters at the next 

town meeting in March 2015, a petition warrant article can be submitted.  It will require a petition with 

the specific wording of the proposed warrant article and the signatures of 25 or more registered New 

Hampton voters.  This petition must be submitted to the Town by January 13, 2015. 
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