
 

 

TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING MINUTES 

TOWN OFFICES 

NEW HAMPTON, NH  03256 

 

June 10, 2010 

 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Selectmen Paul Tierney and Kenneth Mertz were present. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Administrator Barbara Lucas and Highway Department Chief James 

Boucher were present. 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   Chairman Paul Tierney called the regular meeting of the Board to order at 

6:00 p.m.  
 

WORK SESSION:  Manifests, bills, requisitions, purchase orders and leave request forms 

were reviewed. 

 
An invoice from Vachon Clukay for tax re-committal in the amount of 

$1,085.00 was approved. 

 

Vision Appraisal Techsoftware Renewal for the period 7/1/10 to 6/31/11 was 
approved for payment for $4,500. 

 

An invoice from Comerford, Neider and Perkins (CNP) for appraisal and 
assessment services was tabled pending review of the cards for the pickups 

which should have been attached to the invoice.  Mr. Mertz asked about the 

fees for pickups.  It was explained that it is a contracted fee which covers 

travel, visits, administrative work, photographs and data entry work for the 
town’s software. 

 

 Building Permit – John M. Connors Tax Map R-16, Lot 4 at 523 Route 

132 North for a horse shed/barn 330 sq feet. Moved by Mr. Mertz, 
seconded by Mr. Tierney, the motion to approve was passed. 

 Building Permit –Paul Vrusho, Tax Map R-4, Lot 90A on Route 104 

 Septic System Review – 5740 Limited Partnership, Steven & Audrey 

Wedick, Tax Map R-7, Lot 4B,  on Winona Road.  This was reviewed and 

approved by the Board. 

 Septic System Review – Anthony Guyotte, Tax Map R-19, Lot 17: This 

item was tabled pending review by the ZBA regarding a possible 

apartment above a shop on the property. 

 Current Use Application – Rakowski Irrevocable Trust, Tax Map R-6, 

Lot 26. This was deemed unreadable at the State Registry because the 

application was not typed.  This was resigned with the current date. 

 Current Use Application – Frank Rakowski, Tax Map R-6, Lots 20 & 21, 

this was also re-signed for the same reason as the Irrevocable Trust, 

above. 



Board of Selectmen, June 10, 2010, cont. 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 8 

 
Fire Chief Michael Drake asked approval to hire James Sweetzer as a 

probationary firefighter at a rate of $7.76/hour.  Motion was made to 

approve the hire by Mr. Tierney, seconded by Mr. Mertz.  The motion 
passed. 

 

NON PUBLIC SESSION: Mr. Tierney moved to go to Non-Public Session regarding a personnel issue 

at 6:02 PM, seconded by Mr. Mertz.  The motion passed.  Present were the 
Selectmen, Mrs. Lucas and Mr. Boucher. 

 

Present:  Mr. Tierney, Mr. Mertz, Mr. Boucher and Mrs. Lucas. 
 

RESUMING PUBLIC 

SESSION: 

At 6:15 PM Mr. Tierney moved, seconded by Mr. Mertz. The motion passed 

and the minutes were sealed for one year. 

 
Highway Department 

Requisitions 

Mr. Boucher submitted a requisition for lease of a bobcat for repairs due to 

flooding.  It was noted that his recommendation was not the lowest bid 

submitted, but using the same equipment on the lowest bid last year took the 
department twice as long to do the work.  This was approved by the Board. 

 

The grader had broken down and Mr. Tierney gave Mr. Boucher the okay to 
get a repair person up to address the problem rather than to wait and pay for 

a mechanic to come up and assess the problem before doing the work.  Mr. 

Boucher was asked to stop the mechanic if more or lengthier work was 

required once he looked at the machine so the matter could be discussed 
with the Board.  Mr. Boucher reported that the repair was more extensive 

than he had originally thought it would be, but the additional work was 

minor and the grader was fixed in about an hour. 
 

Quotes for the lease of a roller were submitted to the Board for their 

consideration.   
 

Mr. Boucher also reported that he is progressing on gathering information 

requested on fees and time spent on inspections.  He also reported the 

gentleman hired to do work at the cemeteries was working out well with the 
exception of a minor incident with a resident giving instruction to him.  Mr. 

Boucher will speak with the resident to be sure protocols are followed in the 

future.   
 

APPOINTMENTS:  

Waste Management 

Ray Boyer 
Contract Renewal 

6:30 PM 

Contract Renewal is coming up and Mr. Boyer was offering a one-year and 

three-year renewal for the Selectmen.  Current pricing, one-year extension 
pricing and three-year extension pricing were provided.  Spread sheets 

showed how the Town’s expenses for consumables, recyclables, and mixed 

materials have run, container rental costs, transportation and disposal costs 
and what the two plans offer at the current 12-month averages for tonnage.  

The selectmen asked if trends were going down or up.  They were advised 

things went down with the economy but are now starting to come up.  Costs 
to the town are currently $99,642 to $89,837 for the one-year extension, and 

$86,872 for the three-year contract.  Single stream recycling expenses were 



Board of Selectmen, June 10, 2010, cont. 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 8 

discussed.   
 

The Board thanked Mr. Boyer and advised they would be in touch.  Mr. 

Boyer stated that if he heard from the Board sooner than July 1
st
, he would 

get the new rates in place right away to save the town a little more. 

 

David Drake 

Complaint Regarding  
Country Cottage, Route 104 

7:00 PM 

Mr. Drake was concerned regarding Country Cottage displaying items for 

sale.  In the original permit gave permission for a restaurant and a furniture 
store.  Mr. Mertz, who was on the Planning Board at the time, recalled that 

the existing hamburger window which existed was retained because they 

were not sure how the furniture sales would go.  They were constrained to 
have 70% and 30% floor space dedicated for each endeavor.  Mr. Drake was 

advised they are in compliance because the whole floor space is one 

function. 

 
Mr. Drake noted the original permit stated they would eliminate the use of 

the lower parking lot.  He contends they are using the lower parking lot for 

display space of storage units and furniture displays in other landscaped 
portions of their property. 

 

Mr. Drake asked if Mrs. Lucas had received any communication from Sara 
Johnson of DES regarding permits for finishing furniture.  She had not. He 

indicated he was told that any finishing with brushes could be done outside, 

but proper ventilation and permits were required from DES for work inside. 

 
Mr. Drake was advised the issues with DES were beyond the Board’s 

purview, but they would look at the other issues regarding displays on the 

property as it relates to zoning and the approval granted.  Mr. Drake 
provided the Board with photographs he had taken from the road. 

 

James & Irene Hughes 
Home Occupation 

Car repair 

7:15 PM 

They are located at 1030 Route 132 North and seek to have a car repair and 
inspection station in an accessory building.  The garage is 32 x 32 feet and 

they would be limited to 580 square feet in the garage, which would be 

approximately half of the area of the garage.  The Hughes application also 

seeks to store cars in back of the garage for short periods of time.  He was 
clear that he had no interest in having cars and trucks in his yard.  Mrs. 

Lucas pointed out that with the number of vehicles, he has to be cognizant of 

the line where a home occupation ends and a commercial business begins.  
He was advised that no outward appearance of the business is permitted 

other than one sign.  The parameters that limit the types of equipment or 

materials were reviewed with the Hughes and they were advised that 

approvals by the Fire Chief would be required. 
 

Since the home is located on a state highway, the Hughes will need to 

contact the State authority regarding a sign permit as well as the town sign 
permit.   

 

Police Chief Salmon 
7:30 PM 

Former Police Chief Nathaniel “Chip” Sawyer and his family were invited to 
the Board for presentation of the official photograph of the Chief for the 

Police Department display.  Photos were taken of the presentation. 
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Mr. Tierney and Chief Salmon spoke with Andrew Menke regarding his 

suggestion that officers’ use of the School meal facilities for free which 

would allow the police to be on the campus for a meal at whatever shift.  
The Chief thinks the presence of an officer on campus in a setting 

comfortable for students and faculty is a good idea, but the idea of getting 

meals for free is a problem not only for Department Policy, but also for 

public perception.  Chief Salmon wanted to discuss this with the Board.  If 
this was approved he would develop a strict policy to eliminate abuse of the 

arrangement and to make sure this was not a stepping stone for any 

expansion of services by the Department or for the School.  He noted that 
the Holderness School had an arrangement for a SRO (Student Resource 

Officer) but they paid ¾ of the officer’s salary for that time on campus. 

 

The Board discussed this and shared the Chief’s concerns and noted it would 
have to be discussed with the Town’s attorney. 

  

Granite State Greenhouse 
And Nursery 

Paul Vrusho 

7:45 PM 

Mr. Vrusho had asked to extend the size of the building he wants to erect at 
the Nursery and he would like to replace his sign.  The Planning Board 

approved this.  The Fire Chief asked for two doors, a licensed electrician to 

do the wiring, and a fire extinguisher (Mr. Vrusho advised he would have 
two) and a walk through inspection before the building is open to the public.  

Mrs. Lucas confirmed that the Planning Board also made an Occupancy 

Permit a requirement. 

 
The building will be erected on site, with white siding to match the mall.  

The roof would be green rather than red.  Mr. Tierney made the motion to 

approve the building permit, seconded by Mr. Mertz.  The motion passed. 
 

Regarding the signage, Mr. Vrusho sought to place the existing tee-pee sign 

onto two posts.  The sign will be no higher than 20 feet.  The building will 
be used to house the coolers for refrigeration.  Mr. Vrusho asked about 

temporary signage for strawberries, or whatever, in addition to the 

permanent sign.  He was told 6 square feet is the maximum.  He asked about 

a silhouette of a strawberry without lettering and was told that would also be 
considered a sign.  Mrs. Lucas will check with the State and see if there are 

any requirements with regard the sign.  Mr. Vrusho completed a new sign 

permit application for the Board. 
 

Mr. Vrusho discussed some ideas he had if he acquired the property, which 

is not a certainty, and some new layout regarding the access site and moving 

the mail box about 8 feet.  He was advised that was a matter to be discussed 
in the future. 

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

Kidder, Correa & Storey 

Gordon Hill Road 

A draft letter was reviewed regarding an unpermitted apartment in the 

residence.  A Building Permit approval in 2005 allowed the building of new 
single family residence on the site of a demolished home.  The apartment at 

this location requires a special exception application to the ZBA which has 
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not been done.  The letter was approved and signed by the Board. 
 

 

Philip Wolfe 
 

A letter to Mr. Wolfe was signed by the Selectmen regarding the need for an 
after-the-fact variance for construction of a garage on his property. 

 

PSNH Pole License 

NH Route 104 
 

This item was tabled pending receipt of additional information. 

Timber Tax Warrant A Timber Tax Warrant for $528.43 was signed by the Selectmen. 

 
Request for Proposal 

#2010-102 – Paving Projects 

The Selectmen reviewed the RFP’s for paving projects due June 21st.   

 

Mr. Tierney noted that there are some locations like Hillside Circle and 

Sinclair Hill which have circles which are in poor shape. These locations 
need to be reviewed and put on the town’s to-do list. 

 

Central Street Bridge The attorney recommended that the SEA proposal for a Settlement and 
Release agreement was too broad, releasing them from responsibility for 

more issues than just the sidewalk/rebar issue.  She will be speaking with 

SEA’s attorney to develop an agreement, and if successful, will then develop 
the wording of the agreement. 

 

The Board authorized Mr. Tierney to work with Mrs. Lucas and Town 

counsel to develop a letter to Winterset regarding the outstanding issues.  
Mrs. Lucas has started a draft which could be a starting point for the 

attorney.  The list of outstanding issues, previously developed by the Town, 

would be incorporated into the letter.  The Selectmen approved the draft 
prepared by Mrs. Lucas and authorized her to forward it to the Town’s 

attorney.  It will then be sent over to the Town of Bristol for their approval. 

 
Community Action Program A letter from CAP dated 5/10 regarding a Senior Community Service 

Employment Program for 55 and older was reviewed by the Board. 

 

NH Electric Coop Selectmen reviewed a letter from the town attorneys to the Coop asking for a 
response to the interrogatories forthwith. 

 

Inter-Lakes Senior Center In a letter dated 5/28 to the New Hampton Police Department the Inter-
Lakes Senior Center thanked the Department for their work. 

 

Letter to Mr. Drake The Tax Collector sent a letter dated 6/2/10 to Mr. Drake (Tax Map R-5, Lot 

1 & 1B) stating he had not submitted payments as per agreement.  A copy of 
the letter was provided to the Selectmen. 

 

Forest Pond Association A letter from the Forest Pond Association regarding the town parcel, Tax 
Map R-6, Lot 16A, was reviewed. 

 

Metrocast Cablevision 
Franchise Renewal 

Mrs. Lucas advised the Board she has discussed the map updates with 
Metrocast staff in preparation of the Public Hearing on the franchise 

renewal. 
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PSNH Utility Property Values A letter from the Board of Selectmen to PSNH requested information 

regarding the 2010 update of utility property values.  This information will 

be forwarded to George Sansoucy upon its receipt. 
 

Mr. Tierney noted a similar letter will have to be prepared for NH Electric 

Cooperative for their 2010 utility property values. 

 
DirecTV The Board signed a letter to DirecTV asked for information regarding the 

property for assessment purposes. 

 
Veterans Park A draft letter to Mrs. Glasheen regarding her contributions to the 

improvements at Veterans Park was reviewed by the Board.  The letter was 

approved. 

 
Seminole Avenue A letter from residents from Seminole Avenue Residents to the Sianis family 

(who own property on an island) was received by the Selectmen regarding 

the use of property to park.  It was noted by the Board this was a civil 
matter. 

 

PSNH 
Possible Transmission Line 

PSNH is considering construction of transmission line in New Hampton.  A 
meeting tomorrow at 11:00 AM with their representatives will be attended 

by Mr. Tierney.  Mrs. Lucas will be unable to attend. 

 

Zoning Inquiry Email from a Concord corporation dated 6/10/10 asked about the 
permissibility of firework sales in the Mixed Use Zone.  They were advised 

this would require Site Plan Review before the Planning Board. 

 
Police Department  

Grant Awards 

The Board read a letter from the State granting approval for grant requests 

submitted for enforcement patrols and DWI patrols by the Police 

Department. 
 

Kevin Lacasse 

112 Main Street 

Tax Map U-7, Lot 16 
 

A draft letter to Kevin Lacasse regarding life safety issues was reviewed and 

approved.  It noted the several attempts by the Fire Chief to contact Mr. 

Lacasse to discuss the issues.  The letter advised Mr. Lacasse that he had not 
responded, the matter was referred to the State Fire Marshall’s Office. 

 

Department Head Memo 
Budget Status 

Memo to Department heads regarding the Selectmen’s request for the review 
of department budgets as to their status at this point in the budget year. 

 

Spear Property Purchase Environmental assessment needs to be done on the property as well as some 

other work which is being done by the Town of Meredith and the New 
Hampton Conservation Commission.  The closing date may not be met, but 

the seller’s attorney was advised and is working with the parties.  

 
A public hearing on the Spear property purchase was to be held on 6/14/10 

at 7:00 PM. 

 
Public Health Region 

Redistricting 

A letter from the NH Dept. of Health & Human Services, dated 6/4 was 

reviewed by the Board.  With regard to changes in public health regions for 
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emergency responses, New Hampton was advised it will remain in the same 
“Twin Rivers” district with Bristol and Franklin. 

 

Police Department Statistics 
Week of 5/24 – 6/30 

 

The weekly statistics were reviewed by the Board. 

Lien Redemptions The Tax Collector provided the Board with a list of liens paid to date. 

This was reviewed by the Selectmen. 
 

NH DES  

Shoreland Impact Permit 

The Town received notification of the approval of a Shoreland Impact 

Permit for property on Spectacle Pond with conditions. 
 

Cell Tower Public Hearing 

Tamworth, NH 

As the proposed cell tower would have a regional impact, the Town received 

a notice for the public hearing in Tamworth. 

 
CVS Caremark Notice was received regarding a change in the Pharmacy Network 

participating providers. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: Mr. Tierney noted that action needs to be discussed at a future meeting 

regarding junk yard properties which are still non-compliant. This will be 

added to a future agenda. 
 

 Mr. Tierney asked for discussion regarding the Waste Management 

proposals heard tonight.  Other provider rates have been reviewed.  Town 

Counsel needs to review the proposal.  Pending counsel’s comment, Mr. 
Mertz made a motion to accept the 3-year proposal which represents a 13% 

savings to the Town.  Mr. Tierney seconded and the motion passed. 

 

MINUTES: 

5/6/10 

5/13/10 
5/19/10 

Mr. Mertz noted that on the Minutes of 5/6/10 on page 1, under Work 

Session, the minutes read: 

Approval of the Fire Chief’s requisition for $595 for annual pump and 
phone testing, a budgeted item, was moved by Mr. Mertz, seconded by Mr. 

Bartley and the motion passed.  The word “phone” should read “foam”. 

 

Mr. Tierney noted that on the Minutes of 5/19/10 on page 9, regarding the 
Transfer Station, the minutes read: 

The sign is ready and will be picked up by the Highway Department staff.  

Additionally it was determined that the student education program had been 
discontinued.    These should read: 

The “New Hampshire the Beautiful” recycling sign is ready and will be 

picked up by the Highway Department Staff.  Additionally it was 

determined that the NRRA sponsored student education program has been 

discontinued. 

 

Motion to accept minutes of 5/6/10 and 5/19 as amended was made by Mr. 
Mertz, seconded by Mr. Tierney.  The motion passed. 

 

Motion to accept the minutes of 5/13/10 as presented was made by Mr. 
Mertz, seconded by Mr. Tierney.  The motion passed. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: None was heard. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: It was moved by Selectman Tierney to adjourn, seconded by Selectman 

Mertz.  The vote passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:42 PM. 
 

RE-OPENING THE 

MEETING: 

 

The Board came back into session at 8:48 PM to discuss the purchase of 

equipment for the Fire Department as per the grant the Fire Department 

received.  The grant requires equipment purchases be done in keeping with 
Town Policy.  Mrs. Lucas asked if the RFP format which Selectman Tierney 

has could be amended to include these equipment requests.  Mr. Tierney 

stated that they could but the Board would need the details on the wording 
for these pieces of equipment.  Mrs. Lucas stated the Fire Chief could 

provide that. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: It was moved by Selectman Tierney to adjourn, seconded by Selectman 
Mertz.  The vote passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Kristin J. Harmon 

 


